
 

 

Heber Valley Piano Festival Overview (3 pages) 
 
Students many enter any or all of the following categories: 
1. Baroque/ Classical Performance (must be memorized) 
2. Romantic/ Contemporary Performance (must be memorized) 
3. Pop/ Jazz Performance 
4. Accompaniment (voice or other instrument) 
5. Duet Performance 
6. Sight Reading 
7. Music Theory 
8. Technique 
9. Piano Composition (due January 31st) 
 
Participants will be divided into two groups: 
 Division I:  Beginning levels 0, 1, 2, 3, 4 
 Division 2: Intermediate levels 5,6,7 and Advanced levels 8,9,10 
 
All entrants will be judged by professional musicians or upper-level university students.  Entrants will 
not be competing against each other, but against themselves.  Participants will be rated as follow: 
 Superior with Honors 100 
 Superior   90-99 
 Excellent   80-89 
 Very Good   70-79 
 Good    60-69 
 
Each participant will receive a Certificate of Achievement for participating in the Festival.  Rewards 
will be donated by some of our local businesses for those that enter all nine categories. 
 
Students entering all nine categories who receive at least 7 out of 9 Superiors, will be named 
“Outstanding Musicians”.  We will also give special recognition for those students who receive 9 out 
of 9 Superiors.  Winners will receive a commemorative bust of a composer (levels 0-7) or a trophy 
(levels 8-10) 
 
Outstanding Advanced Student:  This award will be given to the top advanced student based on 
judges’ totals.  This award is for the student in level 8,9, or 10, who receives the highest total number 
of points.  A student may only receive this award once.  This student receives a plaque and a 
monetary award. 
 
ElRoy VanWagoner Scholarship:  This scholarship will be awarded to graduating seniors who have 
participated in Piano Festival each year of high school (9-12th).  The amount is usually $500, but will 
vary depending on funds available from the Wasatch Community Foundation.  The recipient is 
selected by the Festival Director and Community Foundation representative.  Only students from 
Heber Valley can qualify for this award. 
 
Best of Festival:  This recital will be held on Saturday at 7:30 pm after the festival.  Students will be 
nominated by the judges and then invited to perform (by phone call Saturday afternoon).  We will 
announce the winners of the Outstanding Advanced Student and ElRoy VanWagoner Scholarship 
awards.  All outstanding musician awards will be announced. 



 

 

 

Rules and Procedures: 
 
- Teachers are required to assist at the Festival Friday and/or Saturday in order to enter students in 
the festival.  You will be contacted to determine which date and time that you can help. 
 
- The level that is indicated on the application will be binding in all areas INCLUDING the theory test.  
We base all awards and scheduling on the information on the application. 
 
- We will not be able to accommodate requests for a student to do all 9 categories in one day.   
To enter all 9 categories, a student must participate Friday and Saturday. 
 
- Music must be provided for the judges on all performances.  Failure to do so will result in a 5 point 
deduction from that category.  To respect copyright laws, students can make a photocopy of their 
music for the judges, but they should bring the original book or sheet music to play from. 
 
- Division I students will have a three-minute time limit.  Division II students will have a five-minute 
time limit.  Students may be stopped if they exceed their time. 
 
- Duet teams should consist of 2 students; no parents or teachers.  Exceptions will be made for 
students in level 0. 
 
- On the application, please list ALL duets in which the student will be participating. 
 
- Baroque/Classical and Romantic/Contemporary pieces need to be memorized to qualify for a 
Superior rating. 
 
- The composition category is a non-judged event.  Compositions will be reviewed by judges for 
comments only.  This category is required to achieve awards for all nine categories and Outstanding 
Musician.  Compositions must be the student’s own work:  composing, transcribing and handwriting.  
The written composition must be accompanied by a cd of the piece.  Please put both in a large manila 
envelope.  Only one composition and cd per envelope.  Do not more than one student’s composition 
on a singe cd. We will accept computer-generated compositions provided the student is the one who 
has run the program and understands the process.  Compositions are due with the application. 
 
- The technique, Sight Reading, Duet, Theory Test, and Accompaniment categories will take place on 
Friday, with the remaining categories held on Saturday.  Entrants will be assigned times for each 
category except the Theory Test, which will be offered continuously on Friday.   
 
- Students can earn 5 bonus points to be used to advance a score in one category.  They earn these 
bonus points by attending either the concert or master class on Thursday, the week of Festival. 
 
- If a student receives an “Outstanding Musician” award, they must enter the next level the following 
year. 
 
- Only students from Heber Valley will be eligible for the VanWagoner Scholarship. 
 
- Best dress is required. 

Sight Reading Guidelines for Students: 



 

 

 
1.  Keep a steady tempo; don’t stop. 
2.  Play slowly. 
3.  Keep eyes on music- don’t look down. 
4.  Look at the key signature, time signature, and read through the piece before beginning. 
5.  Don’t hesitate to clap or count out any difficult rhythms before beginning. 
 

Musical Period Guidelines for Teachers: 
The following list contains sample pieces and composers for the different time periods.   
Please remember that this in only a suggested list.  There are many choices for each category. 
 

Baroque Period Pre-1750 

 
JS Bach*, Henry Purcell, Francios Couperin, Jean-Phillipe Rameau, George Friedrich Handel, 
Domenico Scarlatti, Antonio Soler. 
 
William Gillock Fanfare and Other Courtly Dances in Baroque Style.  Gigues, Sarabandes, 
Allemnades, Minuets, Musettes by 20th century composers may fit the qualifications. 
 

Classical Period   1750-1820 

 
CPE Bach, Franz Joseph Hadyn, JC Bach, Muzio Clementi, Friedrich Kuhlau,Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, Ludwig Van Beethoven, Leopold Mozart. 
 
William Gillock Accent on Rhythm and Style- Sonatina in Classic Style.  Arrangements in Bastien, 
Noona, Alfred, etc.  Method books of pieces by classical performers would be appropriate for 
beginning students. 
 

Romantic Period  1820-1900 

 
Franz Schubert, Felix Mendelssohn, Frederic Chopin, Robert Schumann, Franz Liszt, Johannes 
Brahms, Edward Grieg, Peter Tchaikovsky, Edward MacDowell. 
 
James Bastien, Prelude in Romantic Style 

 
Contemporary Period  1900-present 

 
Claude Debussy, Erik Satie, Maurice Ravel, Bela Bartok*, Zoltan Kodaly, Dmitri Kabalevsky*, Dmitri 
Shostakovich, Igor Stravinsky, Serge Prokofieff, Sergei Rachmaninoff.  Robert Vandall, David Carr 
Glover, Eugenie Rocherolle, William Gillock, Walter and Carol Noona, James and Jane Bastien*, 
Frances Clark, etc. 
 
*These composers have written excellent pieces for all levels of students. 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 


